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Survival from Zero 9

First Report on Minamisanriku, March 13 Morning Edition
Kahoku Shimpo

It was on March 13, 2011, 2 days after the 
earthquake, when the shocking headline 
“10,000 People in Minamisanriku Unable 
to Be Contacted” appeared on the front 
p a g e  o f  a  m o r n i n g  n e w s p a p e r .  
Minamisanriku's population at that time 
was 17,666. Nationwide, media reported 
that the safety of over half the town's 
residents was unable to be established.
“Are people in Minamisanriku still alive?” 
These news reports enabled people 
with ties to Minamisanriku to imagine the 
severity and scale of the damage.
For several days after the first report, it 
was difficult to ascertain the level of 
damage the town had suffered and what 
survivors were going through. There were 
many who first learned of the safety of 
their acquaintances when catching a 
glimpse of them in news footage.
The part marked in red in the newspaper 
reads; "Miyagi Prefecture announced at 
8:00 p.m. on the 12 that it was unable to 
contact some 10,000 Minamisanriku 
residents. Prefectural and town officials 
are working urgently to confirm their 
safety.”

▲The first report in Kahoku Shimpo on the situation in Minamisanriku. 
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